Doors, & other Apertures, without Proportion: non-
sensical Insertions of various Marbles impertinently
placed; Turrets and Pinnacles thick set with Monkies
and Chimeras, and Abundance of busy Work & other
Incongruities dissipate and break the Angles of the Sight,
and so confound it, that one cannot consider it with any
Steadiness, where to begin or end; taking off from that
noble Air and Grandeur, bold and graceful Manner^
which the Ancients had so well, and judiciously estab-
lished : but, in this Sort have they and their Followers
ever since filled not Europe alone, but Asia and Africa
besides, with Mountains of Stone, vast and gigantick
Buildings indeed, but not worthy the Name of Architec-
ture.

EVELYN (from WREN'S Parentalia)

AFTER THE GREAT FIRE
I went this morning on foot from Whitehall as far as
London Bridge, through the late Fleet Street, Ludgate
Hill, by St. Paul's, Cheapside, Exchange, Bishopsgate,
Aldersgate, and out to Moorfields, thence through Corn-
hill, etc., with extraordinary difficulty, clambering over
heaps of yet smoking rubbish, and frequently mistaking
where I was. The ground under my feet so hot it even
burnt the soles of my shoes-----At return I was infinitely
concerned to find that goodly Church St. Paul's now a
sad ruin, and that beautiful portico (for structure compar-
able to any in Europe, as not long before repaired by the
late king), now rent in pieces, flakes of vast stone split
asunder, and nothing remaining entire but the inscrip-
tion in the architrave.... It was astonishing to see what
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